
A GUIDE TO 
NORTHLAND 
JOURNEYSBackground information 

on the Northland Journeys  
and how you can  

use them.

Sep 2023



A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS

2 The Poor Knights Islands
Sep 2023



The Northland Journeys are a series 

of 10 half to full-day self-guided and 

mapped itineraries that help visitors 

discover more of the Northland region. 

1. What are the Northland Journeys
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Rather than reinventing the 800km 
Twin Coast Discovery Highway 
route, the Northland Journeys 
were designed as an overlay 
to offer visitors - ideally repeat 
visitors to the region – richer and 
easier journeys to enjoy (each 
being 50 to 150km in length) at a 
pace that results in a better sense 
of connection to our region. 
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Between 2017 and 2021 10 Northland Journeys were developed 

in collaboration with local communities and shared with 

visitors through domestic marketing, working with media, the 

NorthlandNZ.com website, and international travel trade via trade 

shows and training events. 
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The Northland Journeys are 
updated annually to reflect the 
changes to visitor attractions 
and improve storytelling of the 
points of interest along each 
journey, ensuring these remain 
relevant and up to date for the 
visitor into the future.
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The content for the Northland 

Journeys has primarily been 

developed by local tourism, 

promotions, and community 

groups.
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Each journey is named and presented 
according to a theme that presents 
an invitation to the visitor and tells a 
themed story of that area, including 
local knowledge and tips. 
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Points of interest were identified aligned 

with four key areas:

• Scenic/natural/photo stops

• Fun attractions and activities

• Contemporary culture 

(galleries, food and beverage, retail), and 

• Heritage attractions and important sites. 
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Kaiaraara Rocks / The Duke’s Nose

It is important the content for each Northland 
Journey remains authentic and relevant to its 
theme and maintains its sense of storytelling. 
Minimum requirements for points of interest on 
the designed journey maps include: 
• The tourism activity/operation is open or 
available for visitors to enjoy 7 days a week, 
where possible  (and most, if not all, of the year). 
• The experience/offering relates well to visitors.
• The experience/offering is highly relevant to the 
overall theme of the Journey.  
•The experience/offering, and ideally the majority 
of points of interest enhance the authentic local 
story by being significant geographical, cultural, 
heritage, or story-based attractions, and not 
primarily commercial in nature. 
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Rarawa Beach

The intellectual property of the Northland 
Journeys remains with the working groups that 
created each journey, however, sharing of the 
stories, history, and information included in each 
journey can be done in good faith, in line with 
the purpose of sharing the Northland Journeys 
with visitors. Northland Inc facilitates the 
development of the Northland Journeys.
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Collaboration and cross-promotion 

of the Northland Journeys helps 

spread the benefits across the 

whole region by encouraging 

return visitation and longer stays. 

This provides the opportunity to 

combat seasonality and support 

regional dispersal.
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More information and the down-

loadable maps of the Northland 

Journeys are all available on the  

www.NorthlandNZ.com website. 

The URL:  

www.northlandjourneys.co.nz  

will also take visitors directly to 

the Northland Journey page on the 

website.
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There are several graphical assets available to help you align 

your business with your local Northland Journey.
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Hokianga Harbour

Sample copy:  
Journey deeper into the region by exploring the 
Twin Coast Discovery Highway touring route, 
and the complementary road and water-based 
Northland Journeys.

Each 50 – 150km journey will beckon you off the 
beaten track and onto roads less travelled, to 
discover the hidden gems, local favourites, and 
must-visit places, while telling the stories of our 
region and our people. Not to be hurried, each 
journey will deliver a half-to-full day of exploration, 
travelling the paths of our ancestors, along alluring 
coastal routes, and through spectacular natural 
landscapes.

Whether you live in Taitokerau Northland, have 
visited before, or are discovering the joys of 
the region for the first time, we know you’ll find 
something special along the Northland Journeys.
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Ideas for incorporating the Northland Journeys into your 
marketing and sharing them with visitors include: 

• Adding them to your brochures, local maps, and guides.  

• Adding links to Northland Journeys in your welcome emails, especially 

if you are providing travel information and directions. 

• Print them out for your compendiums or provide copies for your 

visitors to take on day trips. 

• Link to the Northland Journeys on your website (links are preferable 

so the visitor is always directed to the most up-to-date version on 

NorthlandNZ.com).

• Order copies of the Te Tai Tokerau Northland Visitor Map which 

displays all of the Northland Journeys on a regional map. 

• Coordinate with other local businesses or your local promotions 

groups to provide tear-off maps at key visitor sites such as information 

centres or popular cafes/restaurants. 

• Use the supporting assets such as the stamp, pin, or QR graphics 

in into decals for your windows, or integrate them into other visual 

displays you might have for visitors. 
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2. How to use the Northland Journeys
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You are an important part of the Northland Journeys.

A range of assets have been developed for you to use, to help your 

business and community align with your local journey and the 

Northland Journeys. 

The more that these are used and seen, the more awareness of 

the Journeys is spread, bringing benefits to all!

Pin

Stamp

Button

Flag

QR Code

Banner

A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS Northland Journeys - Design Assets 
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A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYSNorthland Journeys - Colour Values

Each Northland Journey has a distinct 

colour that is a part of it’s identity. 

Keep colour use consistent by using 

this colour wheel and the associated 

colour values for each Journey.   
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Align your business with the Northland Journeys by:

• Adding a Northland Journey Pin, Stamp, Button, Flag or Banner to your website.

• Embracing and using local Journey colours. 

• Talking about the Northland Journeys with your customers.

• Using #NorthlandJourneys #JourneyName (eg #TheWelcomingCoast) in your social 

media posts. 

• Printing out physical maps for your customers.

• Creating physical signage, stickers etc for business.

• Creating physical products like T-Shirts using the Northland Journeys design assets. 

• Join the working group for your journey and provide feedback and updates. 

A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYSNorthland Journeys - Design assets for local businesses
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Align your local community with the Northland Journeys by:

• Encouraging local businesses to align themselves with the Northland Journeys. 

• Creating physical wayfinding, gateway and welcoming signage using Northland 

Journey Maps and design assets to increase visitor experience.

• The Northland Journeys are a flexible platform, collectively think of innovative 

ways your community can leverage off these assets, murals, public artworks.

A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS Northland Journeys - Design assets for local communitiesA GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS
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The Northland Journeys are a community held asset. 

A lot of effort has gone into developing the Northland Journeys by many people. 

We ask that you respect this resource by using the Northland Journeys correctly, 

always thinking of the greater good, and portraying the content in a positive way. 

Do not use the Northland Journeys content or assets for commercial gain unless 

prior approval has been sought. 

Do not change or modify the Northland 

Journeys Graphical Assets

Do not change or modify the Northland 

Journeys maps or content.

Logo etc

A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS What not to do
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DIN Demi

DIN Demi

DIN Regular

Custom graphic

Like the Taitokerau Northland regional brand the Northland Journeys identity uses the DIN font family.

DIN BoldDIN Bold
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Use common sense, ensure clear space around graphical assets  

and that they are of a legible size.  

A GUIDE TO NORTHLAND JOURNEYS Northland Journeys - Legibility
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We’d love for you to make use of these beautiful assets and share 

the Northland Journeys far and wide. If you have any questions or 

need help please contact us at tourism@northlandnz.com.
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